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Page 8:08 to 8:13

00008:08  Okay.  Are you still working for
09  Transocean?
10 A. Yes, sir.
11 Q. Okay.  How long have you worked
12  for Transocean?
13 A. Three years.

Page 9:13 to 9:20

00009:13 Q. All right.  Now, when you
14  applied for Transocean to -- I'm sorry.  When
15  you applied for a position with Transocean,
16  did you apply for a specific job or was it
17  just applying for any employment?
18 A. Labor job, just a roustabout.
19 Q. All right.  Obviously, you were
20  hired.

Page 22:07 to 22:23

00022:07 Q. Now, you -- you -- you
08  constantly said in answering some of these
09  questions that was a long time ago.  Are you
10  still a roustabout?
11 A. I'm still working for
12  Transocean.  I'm still employed, so . . .
13 Q. Yeah, I know.  But are you --
14  are you working?
15 A. No, I'm not working.
16 Q. Okay.  So you haven't worked
17  since April?
18 A. Yes, sir.
19 Q. Okay.  I'm sorry.  I didn't -- I
20  didn't understand that.
21               And that's because you've
22  sustained some injury?
23 A. Yes, sir.

Page 70:10 to 70:14

00070:10 Q. You and -- you and -- who's
11  "him"?
12 A. The crane operator.
13 Q. What's his name?
14 A. Dale Burkeen.

Page 74:18 to 74:19

00074:18 Q. Okay.  All right.  Now, so tell
19  us what happened next that evening.
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Page 77:24 to 85:18

00077:24  At this point I stood over by
25  the -- I want to say the Oceaneering, by

00078:01  their -- by their lab or their equipment.
02  And I noticed maybe what I thought was rain
03  at one point.  And I looked up, and I just
04  thought it was raining.  And I noticed -- I
05  saw it getting a little bit thicker, so I
06  looked up again, and I saw that it was mud.
07  And so I said, Hey, Dale.  And he said, you
08  know, Come on, Boo, because just -- we was,
09  like, pretty good close friends.  And he
10  said -- and I said, Man, it's mud coming up
11  from the rig floor.  And he stepped off, and
12  he saw that it was coming down.
13               And then it got to the point
14  where I couldn't see anything through my
15  glasses.  My glasses was just full of it.
16  And I looked, and Dale was turning the crane
17  around, you know.  And that -- then after
18  this you could hear -- you could hear -- you
19  could hear the sound coming from --
20 Q. Do you want a break?
21 A. (Moving head side to side.)
22               I heard a sound coming from the
23  starboard side from the exhaust which
24  normally has barite.  And -- and it sound --
25  sounded like (indicating).  And these hoses

00079:01  are normally facing toward the ocean floor.
02  These -- these hoses were parallel.  There
03  was so much force coming through it.  I
04  didn't know what it was, but I felt
05  uncomfortable.  And I could see Dale, you
06  know, continue doing his job, swinging the
07  crane around.  And I felt uncomfortable right
08  there.  It was so much noise there.  So I
09  headed over -- I moved toward the -- the
10  bridge, you know.  But to go back -- I
11  heard -- when I told Dale that -- that mud
12  was coming down, I didn't know if the
13  bridge -- we was on the -- still on the same
14  channel, and I looked to see if they knew.
15  And I could see the bridge looking up at the
16  rig floor too.  So I headed over there toward
17  the bridge, and I stood outside it, and it
18  was coming down heavy.
19               At one point I saw the company
20  man come out.  I was standing here at the
21  bridge.  You go down this passage, and you
22  come out the living quarters.  And the
23  company man came out.  He -- there was so
24  much mud, he fell down, and that probably --
25  maybe saved his life from -- I don't -- I

00080:01  can't speculate.
02               The next point, we had a
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03  blackout (indicating).  The next thing you
04  know (indicating), that blast knocked me
05  down, shook me up.  I mean, I had to get
06  myself together.  Once I got myself together,
07  I got up, disoriented, looked around.  People
08  were running past getting -- you know, stuff
09 falling down.
10               I looked for Dale.  I looked and
11  Dale was trying to -- trying to get out of
12  the crane because fire -- the -- the blast
13  came out -- the heat, which I thought
14  engulfed me because I felt it on my neck, I
15  thought was coming my way.  I thought I was
16  burned up.  But it just came up -- came my
17  way and went up.  But where Dale was, where
18  that force was, it shot up like an inferno
19  toward him, and I was just hollering, Dale,
20  get out of there, get out of there.
21               And he was trying to get around
22  the stairs, spiral stairs, where he lost his
23  hat.  And, you know, I watched him clear down
24 the stairs until he got below that deck.  And
25  I just thought he made it.  And I said --

00081:01  once I saw that he -- where I thought he
02  made -- made it, only then I went down those
03  stairs, and I said -- because it was still
04  exploding.  I went down the stairs, and they
05  were telling us to get on the lifeboat
06  deck -- on lifeboat.  And one of my helpers
07  was saying, you know, Nick, man, let's -- you
08  know, are we going to fight this fire?  I
09  said, Man, there's nothing we can do.  It's a
10  roustabout's job to suit up and go fight the
11  fire.  And I said, Man, there's nothing we
12  can do for that.
13               So we got in the boat.  They
14  were telling us to get on.  And it wasn't
15  normal, but it was so much chaos, people got
16  on.  And then we was told to get right back
17  off of it maybe two or three times, losing
18  valuable time, because the AD would normally
19  be there directing, you know, checking off
20  names, but it was so much chaos.  It was
21  just, you know, no order.
22               So people were -- you know, I
23  don't know what was going on outside, because
24  at that point, you know, I was inside.
25  Because you had to go around and fill up

00082:01  every -- every seat, and there was some empty
02  spaces.  So, you know, I don't know what was
03  going on, but, you know, it took a while.
04  The explosion was just getting closer and
05  closer to us.  And finally people were saying
06  launch the boat.  And the personnel from the
07  bridge were -- you know, he was under so much
08  duress from people, you know, hollering at
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09  him to launch the boat.  And, you know, he
10  asked the AB, because the ABs are -- pretty
11  much on Sundays trained with the AD.  So he
12  got up there and helped him and calmed him
13  down.  And we prayed.  We lowered the boat.
14  We disconnected and made sure the D-ring
15  wasn't attached, and we headed out.
16               I asked did anybody have a radio
17  and called the BANKSTON and headed that way.
18  We finally attached to the BANKSTON.  It took
19  forever.  We was just bamming against it.
20  The seas were calm, but they were just -- I
21  don't know if the BANKSTON just -- you know,
22  we were just bouncing against it and finally
23  locked up.
24               We had injured people onboard.
25  Us -- people -- you know, there were -- it

00083:01  was so much -- it was so tight in there.  You
02  know, I'm sure people were being -- you know,
03  just hurting because you had to try to move
04  them around.  You know, I know they were just
05  hurting, you know.
06               We got them -- got -- we were
07  thinking about getting -- I think he was a
08  VIP -- try to get him out first, but it was
09  just -- we knew we was probably just going to
10  hurt this man, so we just -- he was out --
11  taken out last, if I can remember.
12 There was an elderly
13  woman.  She worked with the catering crew.
14  She was hurt.  She asked me -- you know, she
15  said she couldn't walk, so I helped her off.
16  Helped her up the net to climb that ladder to
17  get up to that boat.  It's kind of high, she
18  couldn't do it.
19                          And behind me those
20  guys were helping that VIP off, you know.
21  They got him up.  And we got on the boat.
22  And I got up there.  And, you know, my -- the
23  other -- the other crane operator said, You
24  know -- you know where Dale?
25                          I said, You know,

00084:01  I -- he was in -- he's in that lifeboat.  He
02  was in your lifeboat.  Because I'm in No. 1,
03  and he would be in the other one.  Because
04  that's the only reason I went down, because I
05  thought he just made it safe.
06                          He said, No, I hadn't
07  seen him yet.  So I didn't think nothing of
08  it and then started -- you know, I started
09  looking around.  And I went over to the side,
10  you know, see what's -- you know, to see
11  where -- maybe he was in the other lifeboat,
12  because there was some more people.  And
13  everybody was aboard.
14                          And I -- I think, if
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15  I can remember the chief mate, you know, he
16  told me that he saw him on the deck dead, you
17  know, so . . .
18                          He said that --
19 Q. Go ahead.
20 A. He said that he tried to get
21  him.  You know, I said, I wish I had known.
22  I would have tried to help you.
23               So after that pretty much our
24  crew just spaced out.  We watched that rig
25  burn.  You know, guys on there just watching

00085:01  them burn, so . . .
02               And the Coast Guard came.  You
03 know, fly -- people started flying overhead.
04  You can see boats coming in.
05               And, you know, we was just, you
06  know -- I just was in my -- you know, just --
07  just some -- another world.
08 And people wanted -- the Coast
09  Guard dropped a guy in the water.  He came
10  aboard.  He -- from the back he went up there
11  and talked to the boat captain and -- I'm not
12  sure what was said.  And then they started
13  taking off injured people, you know, mangled
14  or whatever.
15               And from that point we sat there
16  and just watched -- watched that rig burn.
17  You know, that was rough.  You know,
18  everybody just sat there.

Page 128:22 to 129:23

00128:22 Q. All right.  Okay.  So I'll ask
23  you about another sentence on this document.
24  You see down towards the bottom where it says
25  QHSE?

00129:01 A. Yes, ma'am.
02 Q. And, again, this is
03  Exhibit 3928.  There's a statement,
04  "Participate in emergency drills and respond
05  to emergency situations as per designation
06  on" the "station bill"; is that correct?
07 A. Yes, ma'am.
08 Q. Did you participate in emergency
09  drills?
10 A. On Sundays.  Everyone did drills
11  every Sunday.
12 Q. Okay.  Did -- did you have any
13  role in emergency response?
14 A. No. Like you said, that station
15  bill tells you what your job bills, your
16  tasks and who -- the people that are in
17  charge, what are their jobs as well.
18 Q. Okay.  So did you have any role
19  in firefighting?

3928.
i t

:22
23
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20 A. Firefighting --
21 Q. You did?
22 A. -- as a roustabout, you would be
23  required to fight the fire.

Page 136:08 to 138:22

00136:08 Q. Did you ever -- did you -- did
09  you feel comfortable reporting safety issues
10  to your supervisors?
11 A. Yes, ma'am.
12 Q. Did you ever feel pressure not
13  to report a safety issue?
14 A. No, ma'am.
15 Q. Did you ever fear any
16  consequences if you were to report a safety
17  issue either to a Transocean employee or to
18  be a BP employee?
19 A. No, ma'am.
20 Q. Now, the sentence right below
21  that on Tab 1 says, "Attend the weekly safety
22  meetings.  Actively participate in all
23  pre-job meetings as required."
24               Now, these weekly safety
25  meetings, are those the drills that we were

00137:01  talking about earlier or is it something
02  different?
03 A. Well, you have -- I don't
04  understand.  I can't say what that meant.
05  But on our rig we had as a crew a safety
06  meeting amongst ourselves -- that might be
07  that weekly one -- to discuss issues or
08  incidents, whatever we may have seen or go
09  over incidents around the fleet and just
10  learn from those problems as a group.  Daily,
11  just, you know, morning safety meetings.
12 Q. Okay.  Getting back to the --
13  the possibly weekly safety meetings that you
14  just mentioned, who conducts those meetings?
15 A. We do it as a group.  Anyone --
16  it can be myself or anyone can -- you know,
17  the crane operators sit in. They act as like
18  overseers.  They let us, you know, take
19  charge.  They just sit back, and they may
20  come in on an incident around the fleet, and
21  we just go and get incidents from off the
22  board and find what happened, bring it in
23  there.  And we would read over them just to
24  learn from mistakes that may have happened.
25 Q. Okay.  Who would attend these

00138:01  meetings?
02 A. Crew members, crane operators.
03  And the deck foreman could, you know, come in
04  there at -- you know, if it was day or night.
05  Sometime it would be nighttime, you know.

:08
09
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06 Q. Okay.  You just talked about
07  getting incidents off the board.  What --
08  what does that mean?
09 A. Things that may have happened
10  around the fleet or -- you know, it depends
11  on what happened.  So, you know, whatever
12  happened.  RSTC would put them on the board,
13  and we would just see what happened.  We
14  would go over those same incidents in the
15  meeting -- daily meetings also.  But we would
16  just get those off, go over them, talk about
17  them.  In our paperwork the OIM would read
18  over them, and this would go probably to
19  the -- you know, from my understanding, even
20  the rig manager in town would, you know, see
21  that we went over those alerts or whatever
22  problems.

Page 154:04 to 156:08

00154:04 Q. Okay.  All right.  I'll turn you
05  to Tab 14.  I will mark this as Exhibit 3933.
06               (Exhibit No. 3933 marked for
07  identification.)
08  EXAMINATION BY MS. BRANSCOME:
09 Q. This is actually a few documents
10  together, but if -- we'll look at the last
11  page first.  It goes in -- in sort of reverse
12  order, so if you'll look at the last page of
13  the documents.
14               And this is an e-mail on
15  February 1, 2010, from John Guide to
16  Paul Johnson; is that correct?
17 A. Yes, ma'am.
18 Q. And this is talking about a
19  bonus that was awarded to the HORIZON rig
20  crew for safe delivery of the Kodiak well; is
21  that right?
22 A. Yes, ma'am.
23 Q. And in this e-mail from
24  John Guide, it talks about BP wanted to
25  reward both safety and performance.  Do you

00155:01  see that?
02 A. Are you talking about the
03  $2,000?
04 Q. Yes.
05 A. Yes, ma'am.
06 Q. And the last sentence of that
07  first paragraph, John Guide writes, "I am
08  extremely pleased with the HORIZONs
09  operational performance on Kodiak #2, more
10  over, the safety culture has taken the next
11  step to ensure every task is incident free."
12               Is that correct?
13 A. Yes, ma'am.

3933 

:04
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14 Q. And you received a $2,000 bonus
15  from BP?
16 A. I received a lot of bonuses.  I
17  can't really say.  I mean, if it's here I
18  guess it's true.
19 Q. Well, sure.  If you'd like to
20  look, it's on -- the page ending in 638,
21  about three-quarters of the way down, still
22  in the same tab.
23 A. So we're -- okay.
24 Q. And you understood when you
25  received that bonus from BP that they were

00156:01  awarding safe operations at the Kodiak well;
02  is that correct?
03 A. Yes, ma'am.
04 Q. And that the bonus could be
05  reduced if there were any safety violations
06  that occurred while you-all -- all were on
07  the Kodiak prospect; is that right?
08 A. Yes, ma'am.

Page 161:11 to 162:05

00161:11 Q. I just have a few more questions
12  for you, Mr. Watson.
13               When you were on the rig, do you
14  understand that you had the authority to stop
15  a job if you were to see anything that was
16  unsafe about that job?
17 A. Yes, ma'am.
18 Q. Do you understand that to be an
19  obligation, that you actually should stop a
20  job, not just that you have the right to do
21  it?
22 A. I can't say I heard it in that
23  phrase, but I just know I have the right to
24  stop it.
25 Q. Well, I'll ask you personally.

00162:01  If you were to see a job being done and there
02  was any safety concerns in your mind about
03  the way the job was being done, would you
04  stop that job?
05 A. Yes, ma'am.

Page 168:08 to 169:12

00168:08 Q. If I told you, sir, that the --
09  the -- the letters "TOFS" stood for "time out
10  for safety," does that sound like it's
11  something that would stand for to you, sir?
12 A. It does now.
13 Q. Okay.  And you've heard the
14  phrase "time out for safety"; is that right?
15 A. Yes, sir.
16 Q. And I think you were just asked

:11
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17  some questions about the authority to stop a
18  job?
19 A. Yes, sir.
20 Q. And that's referred to as a time
21  out for safety on the rig; isn't that right?
22 A. Yes, sir.
23 Q. And that was a policy on the
24  rig, wasn't it, Mr. Watson?
25 A. Yes, sir.

00169:01 Q. That was something that you and
02  everybody else was empowered to do.  If you
03  saw something was unsafe, you could call that
04  timeout for safety; isn't that right?
05 A. Yes, sir.
06 Q. And you had seen that be -- been
07  done by other people; isn't that true?
08 A. Yes, sir.
09 Q. And if you saw something unsafe,
10  you wouldn't hesitate to call a timeout for
11  safety; isn't that right?
12 A. Yes, sir.




















