
James A Watson
Rear Admiral. USCG
Federal On-Scene Coordinator
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Dear Admiral Watson:

ln compliance with the May 26, 2010, Dispersant Monhoring and Assessment Directrve -
Addendum 3 (the "Dir6ctive"), Houma Unified Command has eliminated the surface
application of dispersants, excogt in c6ses where an exernption is requested and
justified, and approved by the Federal OnScene Coordinator.

Houma Unified Command has ten (10) spotter visual reports from i2 June of multiple
slicks of dispersible oil (Attachment 1) and the NOAA Surface Oit Forecast lor 13June
shows extensive areas of heavy and medium oil (Attachment 2). Wsather forecast
indicates excellent flying weather with wirds of +9 knoB, wave height 2 feet. ceilings
unlimited and visibility I0 nm.

Houma Unified Command anticipates thst, due to the weather, loc€tion, distribution
(3,600 sqmi) and size of the muttiple oil slicks identified the use ol mechanical recovery
and ISB to recover or remove th6 oil an th6 target area will be insufficient to remove the
spill volume on June 13, 2010. Prior to sFay operations the spotter aircraft will idontify
the highest value targeted slicks and will direc,t spray aircraft to the heaviest portions of
th6 slick.

Pursuant to a request this date frorn Unified Command, th6 follo^/ing information is
provided.

. Estimated size of identified dispersible oil slick targe,ts proposed in designated
zones: this information is included in Table 1 with the estimate of the amount of
dispersant ne€ded to treart th6se slicks.

. Explicit iustfficatjon for why these targets can,t be skimmed or addressed by
other mechanical means: The use of mechanical reco/sry to ra@ver or remove
the oil in the identified target areas will be insufficient to removo the estimated
disp€rsibl€ oil volumss that we have estimated for tomonor\r. Ths targoted oil
herein is dispersible c'il and dispersible oil is not the only oil demanding
mechanical recor'€ry assets. The geographic area of tha s6ill site contains i
combination ol dispersible oil, h6aw sheens and emulsified oil. M€chanical
recovery dovic€s are roquircd dsewhera throughout the entire geographic area to
address all areas and all oils that can be recovered mechanically and not just the
dispersible oils and are therefore otherwise eng69ed. Generally the skimming
vessels are concentretgd ngar tha sourc€ site so thet fhey can r6mlin in the
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heaviest oil and clllect the highest volume ot oil. Other skimming assets are
deployed nearshore to recover oil bBfore it clmes ashore.

. Tabulation of numb€r of asseB (skimmers, etc.l an seMce today and how many
assets are availsble yet not in service: A daily summation of skimmers in the
source area and outside the sourcs is now b€ing provided daity to the Aerial
Disprsant Grouo for insertion in this report {Attachment 3}. Our review of the
assets listed below revaal that they are engaged in skimming opeEtions with
some out of service tor various reasons.

. lt is planned to conduct muhiple Tier t helicopter SMART overflights to observe
dispersant operations. Additionally, the lW lnternati@al Peax is planned to
conduct water chemistry and toxicology samping. These operations depend
upon appro/al to apply dispersants either aerial or with boat spray systems
onboard th6 My'V lnternational Peacf,.

AccordinSv, in accordance with the Directive. the Houma Unified Commard respectfully
requests an exemfiion to apply EC95O0A in volumes on oil slicks located today shown in
Table 1 not to exca€d 36,000 gllons for a period not to exceed 12 hours_

Sincerely,

Houma Unified Comrnand

Exemption approved subiect to the above:

ames A. Watson

Federal On-Scene Coordinator
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Amchmenr I

Dispersant Zone Map for 13 June 2010
with Oil Targets from Spotter Operations 12 June
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TABLE l 0」 June ll,2010
Zone
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EstiErted perccDtrge
dbponible oil

Dirpenant Needcd
(1/!0 DOR)

PHo」tv l AC 900 l 28,800
PHoHャ 2 AM 900 02 5.760
PrioH● 3 AB 900 005 1,440
Total 36.0∞

Note: Trble I showr our htentions brscd upon our obrqvrtious tLc dey beforc thesc rctions
trke phce. Size aod locetion of slicks will chrnga Activitis wi-'in click rrers e.g., skimming
opcntio[s' ir-situ burnin& etc., or we.ther conditions E y rcquire rerisions to the actuei
opcretionel plan inpleuented.
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Nearshore
Suriace Oil Forecast
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Atlachment 3

Offshore Skimming R€aourc6s
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