James A. Watson
Rear Admiral, USCG
Federal On-Scene Coordinator

Juns 12, 2010

Dear Admiral Watson:

In compliance with the May 26, 2010, Dispersant Monitoring and Assessment Directive -
Addendum 3 (the “Directive”), Houma Unified Command has eliminated the surface
application of dispersants, except in cases where an exemption is requested and
justified, and approved by the Federal On-Scene Coordinator.

Houma Unified Command has ten (10) spotter visual reports from 12 June of multiple
slicks of dispersible oil {Attachment 1) and the NOAA Surface Oil Forecast for 13June
shows extensive areas of heavy and medium oil (Attachment 2). Weather forecast
indicates excellent flying weather with winds of 5-9 knots, wave height 2 feet, ceilings
unlimited and visibility 10 nm.

Houma Unified Command anticipates that, due to the weather, location, distribution
(3,600 sqmi) and size of the multiple oil slicks identified the use of mechanical recovery
and ISB to recover or remove the oil in the target area will be insufficient to remove the
spill volume on June 13, 2010. Prior to spray operations the spotter aircraft will identify
the highest value targeted slicks and will direct spray aircraft to the heaviest portions of
the slick.

Pursuant to a request this date from Unified Command, the following information is
provided.

» Estimated size of identified dispersible oil slick targets proposed in designated
zones: this information is included in Table 1 with the estimate of the amount of
dispersant needed to treat these slicks.

» Explicit justification for why these targets can't be skimmed or addressed by
other mechanical means: The use of mechanical recovery to recover or remove
the oil in the identified target areas will be insufficient to remove the estimated
dispersible oil volumes that we have estimated for tomorrow. The targeted oil
herein is dispersible oil and dispersible oil is not the only oil demanding
mechanical recovery assets. The geographic area of the spill site contains a
combination of dispersible oil, heavy sheens and emulsified oil. Mechanical
recovery devices are required elsewhere throughout the entire geographic area to
address all areas and all oils that can be recovered mechanically and not just the
dispersible oils and are therefore otherwise engaged. Generally the skimming
vessels are concentrated near the source site so that they can remain in the
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heaviest oil and collect the highest volume of oil. Other skimming assets are
deployed nearshore to recover oil before it comes ashore.

* Tabulation of number of assets (skimmers, etc.) in service today and how many
assets are available yet not in service: A daily summation of skimmers in the
source area and outside the source is now being provided daily to the Aerial
Dispersant Group for insertion in this report (Attachment 3). Our review of the
assets listed below reveal that they are engaged in skimming operations with
some out of service for various reasons.

e It is planned to conduct multiple Tier 1 helicopter SMART overflights to observe
dispersant operations. Additionally, the M/V International Peace is planned to
conduct water chemistry and toxicology sampling. These operations depend
upon approval to apply dispersants either aerial or with boat spray systems
onboard the M/V International Peace.

Accordingly, in accordance with the Directive, the Houma Unified Command respectfully
requests an exemption to apply EC9500A in volumes on oil slicks located today shown in
Table 1 not to exceed 36,000 gallons for a period not to exceed 12 hours.

Sincerely,

Houma Unified Command

Exemption approved subject to the above:

Date: 6’/’3//0

ames A. Watson
Rear Admiral, USCG
Federal On-Scene Coordinator
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Attachment 1

Dispersant Zone Map for 13 June 2010
with Oil Targets from Spotter Operations 12 June

% Marre Lake
Eorgne
»s Allemands 59 Lake Lery
”': A me Ala E W!u IR_I E
- Galiano .
g [r] e w ] o]
o T [ 18 E} =
i “randisie 4 S -’
[ 4
;]:: Wes§Bav ! Bl i
T I T e —
5] = | & |,
O '\_
In St Bum Box_|
[ ] rm =]
g, | 28N I
/ e 8730w
[[NOTE 1: No Dispersart Fiying Within 5 Nt from the Spll Source 28 #4.2 N 88 21.6 W ]
TABLE 1 Dispersible Oil Report June 11, 2010
Zone Estimated Area Estimated percentage | Dispersant Needed
(sq.mi) dispersible oil (1/20 DOR)
Priority 1 AC 900 1 28,800
Priority 2 AM 900 0.2 5,760
Priority 3 AB 900 0.05 1,440
Total 36,000

Note: Table 1 shows our intentions based upon our observations the day before these actions
take place. Size and location of slicks will change. Activities within slick areas e.g., skimming
operations, in-situ burning, etc., or weather conditions may require revisions to the actual
operational plan implemented.
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Attachment 2

Nearshore NOAA/NOS/OR&R
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Attachment 3

Offshore Skimming Resources
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