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From: Steve l,ehmann [steve.lehmann @ noaa.gov]

Sent: Sunday, May 16,201010:40 AM
To: bill.lehr@noaa.gov; charlie.henry@noaa.gov; demian.bailey@noaa.gov;
william.conner @ noaa.gov
Subject: Re: Request to BP for [,onger Video of Pipe Flow:

Bill
i am cycled out and this issue has been both passed to the FOSC, Charli-e and
BP executj-ves with Lhe urgency required. The FOSC was passing this Lo the IC
(sutties). 1t was first. requested Fr:-day night and again through the FOSC
yesterday. As you know, the USCG is looking at several options and opinions
including hiring Sandia Labs (wi11 be done today) to coordinate a definitive
scientific opinion that can be seen as truly thj-rd party.

No doubt, geLting the Admin of NOAA :-nvolved will grease those skids and ease
the tensions and burdens of the locai- SSC. This has always been an option to
them, but we wanted to try IocaIIy fj-rst (so does t.he FOSC).

I'11 pass thj-s to the Ioca1 SSCs and they will set this as a priority, I have
no doubt.

Ihank you, sLeve

Blackberry message from:
Steve Lehmann, NOAA-SSC
Please excuse typos

Or- gina- Message
From: Bi:-l.Lehrcnoaa.gov <Biil.LehrGnoaa.gov>
To: Jane Lubchenco <Jane.LubchencoGnoaa.gov>
Cc: Steve Murawski <Steve.MurawskiGnoaa.gov>; David Kennedy

Spring <Margaret. SpringGnoaa. gov>;'A1exander.E.MacDonaldGnoaa. gov'
<Al-exander . E. MacDonald0noaa . gov>
SenL: Sun May 16 09:10:00 2010
SubjecL: Request to BP for Longer Video of Pipe Flow:

Request to BP for longer Video of Pipe Flow:

Should the lalest efforL by BP Lo insert the 'straw' into the pipe succeed,
this note will- be superfluous. Should this latest BP capping attempt fai1,
there will be increasing pressure to estimate release rate.

Professor WereLey of Purdue and others have estj-mated a much larger release
than 5000 bb1/day. Based upon discussions with BP, these estimates may be too
high because:

. The p,pe opening 1s partially collapsed and is roughly 70t of the

:ttntnt'ri:i":t":;:'?3r"u". is either sas or dissorved sas in the rluid
. Elow is restricted further by a 6 inch interior pipe that does not
carry any exiting fluid

The short ctip is not representative of a slower average flow

NOAA/ORR has arranged for fluid dynamics experts to repeat and exLend the
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meLhods of Prof. Wereley but we need BP to confirm the above points, provide
us wiLh their best information on the exiting gas-Iiquid constituent
properties, and give us a much J-onger video clip of t.he plpe release. It is
noL our antention to release this clip to the pub1lc. That is a decision for
the JIC. Rather, it will be used to allow the experLs to better esLimate fiohr
rate. The continuing stonewailing of BP to repeaLed requests for the video are
not j-n the best interests of anyone.

Orlginai Message
Eromr Jane Lubchenco <Jane.LubchencoGnoaa.gov>
Date: Saturday, May 15, 2010 8:59 am
Subject! RE: Paper on Acoustic Measurement Methodology
To: trbi1I.l-ehrGnoaa.gov'r <Biil.LehrGnoaa.gov>, Steve Murawski
<Steve . Murawski0noaa. gov>
Cc: David Kennedy <David.KennedyGnoaa.gov>, William Conner
<William.Conner0noaa.gov>. I,largaret Spring <Margaret,SpringGnoaa.gov>,
ril ALexander . E . MacDonaldGnoaa . gov ' " <ALexander . E . MacDonaldGnoaa . gov>

> All - if we are running into ANY roadblocks in geLLing information
> from BP, please iet HQ folks know asap; we will work the right
> channels to get it. I was told yesterday by Sec Napolitano and Sec
> Sal-azar that we can get anything we need from BP.
> FYI: SLeve Chu is saying that the video is insufficient for the
> caLculations and is working on getting a faster camera down there.
> Tom Hunter:s his point person on thj-s - in Houston.
> Jane

> -----Original Message*----
> From: Bill Lehr t
> Sent: Saturday, May 15, 20!0 !7:47 AM
> To: Steve Murawski-
> Cc: Jane Lubchencor' David Kennedy; William Conner; Margaret Spring;
' Alexander. E. MacDonaldGnoaa. gov'
> Subject: Re: Paper on Acoustic Measurement Methodology

> SLeve,

> My suggestion for a couple of reviewers for the WHOI met.hod, both of
> whom are actively involved in the spi1I response:

> Kurt Hansen of USCG R&D, who evaluated thelr TETHYS system for oi1
> detection in a paper to the 2008 AMOP Technical Seminar. While
> promj-s;ng, .i-t did have limj-tations.

> Ir Leifer of UCSB who has researched the use of acoustic methods for oi-1
> location on the California seeps.

> I"Iy recorunendation is that we continue to support the WHOI proposal but
> also conduct independent checks of their results. I have requested Prof.
> Rj-Iey of the U. of Washington to measure the plume using PIV methods
> empioyed by Professor glereley of Purdue ( the 70,0C0 bb1/ day man) . Dr
> Pooji Yapa of Clarkson Uniwersity, whose well b1owout model- we are usj-ng
> to initialize the subsurface oil transport, is doing comparison of the
> DEEPSPILL experiment videos and the short BP clip of this release. I
> think that Prof Savas of UC Berkeley, an expert on fLuid dynamics, is
> amenabie to re-doing his preliminary cai-culations on the flow lf we
> provide him with better data. Requests have been made to Fellows of
> the American Physical Society Piuid Dynamics Division by Prof. Lashemas
> of UCSB, who promised to forward on the names of any volunteers.
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> We should shortly have volume esLimates of the surface oii- volume irom
> the NASA plane data. By combining these measurements with our oi1
> behavior mode1, cleanup reports, and a good estimate of source
> sLrengLh, we may gel a handle of how much oii remains 1n Lhe h,ater column,

> A word of caution. Prelimj-nary results:ndicate that the spi11 j-s larger
> Lhan the 5000 bbj-/day number. One point of obstructj-on we are facj-ng is
> the reluctance of BP to provide a longer video of the pipe 1eak. Our
> academ:c experts say that a mj-nimun of Len m:nuLes is needed to get
> decent-y reiiabl-e answers.

> Regards,

> Bili Lehr
> Sen'or Scientist
> NOAA/ORR

> On 5/15/10 6;02 AM, Steve Murawski wrote:
> > Attached .s a paper from the WHOI folks on the methods they propose
>to
> > estimate the well fl-ow raLes. Standing by for Admiral Neffinger for
> > Lhe go ahead.

> > -Steve
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