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Transcription of Brizn Morel interview notes 

comme-nced 1040 hrs 27-Apr2010 

panel: Rex Anderson, Matt Lucas, Jim Wetherbee, Warren Winters 

Opening discussion: 

prior experience Anadarko Basin (cha!lenge), Mad Dog (challenge). planning Macondo 
'ltaS on rig for cleanout run (Thu). stayed thru Tue AM 
at start of prod hole had high FIT (formation integrity test) above OB (overburden) 
once drlg prod hole encountered losses. so reduced MW (mud weight) from 14.5 to 
14.3 ppg 
while drlg a sand zone Geotap showed 14.12, 14.16 ppg formation pressure 
while drlg a deeper producing sand Geotap showed 12.6 ppg, originally thought low 
hence a tool error but later confirmed correct 
while drlg a subsequent sand. drlg progress stopped (suspected underre<:mer failure) 
while losing 300-40C bbllhr mud 
pumped emergency lost circulation material without improvement 
pulled into marine drilling riser, reduced mud weighl, pumped Formaset 
losses stopped holding 14.0 ppg mud (surface) 14.2 ppg (bottomhole due to 
compressibility) 
ran new bottomhole assembly and drld 100ft of rathole to provide room for logging 
tools 
downhole ESD 14.16-14.2 ppg 
logging went smoothly but rotary sidewall coring experienced differential pressure 
problems 
encountered bridges at 12,272' and 12.280' 
recorded 1100 units gas on bottoms-up, eventually decreased to 20-30 un1ts 
pumped out of hole and flow-checked at liner top 
ran ca. 5800 ft 7" casing crossed-over to 9-7/8" casing 
bought 7'' casing from Nexen due to short lead-time 
the XO came from R&M Machine 
circulated. converted float equipment diverter closed without issue 
difficulty converting Weatherford float equipment but Weatherford rep. was not on rig 
so AJiamon rep. recommended procedures to convert 
called Houston (J . Guide} thinking reamer shoo vtas plugged so stased up pumping to 
clear shoe 
1 bpm showed 125 psi, 4 bpm showed 400 psi which seemed low vs. modeled 
pressures 

closed annular, pumped down C&K lines. pumped down DP end th ings !ooked okay 
decided rig standpipe pressure gauge was incorrect 
7bbls, 20bbls of 14.3 spacer, 5bbls· cement job, 39 foam. 7 shoe track, 20 bbls spacer, 
2bbls 4/m 
modeled cement job in advance w/EPT assistance 
did not see bottom dart release, attributed to calculation error by AI Iamon 
saw top plug release 
stancpipe pressure and cementing unit pressure agreed but both were se·•eral 
hund~ed psi below model 
saw 7" plug pass ihru XO 
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saw bottom plug land 9 bbl ahead of plan 
saw top plug land per plan 
bled back and observed normal "no fJow" which was actually a trickle attributed to 
"lines cleanmg up" 
next released from Drill Quip hanger/seal assembly 
6 turns to right to release 
pressure to 4 ksi, then 1 0 ksi for 1 0 sec to set seal assembly then held 6. 7 ksi 
tested for 1 hr vs. 5 min. as planned because pressure was observed decreasing ca. 5 
psi/min throughout test 
sheared out running tool, pulled 10 It above wellhead and circulated 
stabbed running tool in wellhead, applied 10 ksi for 10 sec. then he! 6.5 ksi losing 5 
psi/min eventually reducing to 4 psi/min for 10 min. 
went to bed, awoke next AM 

. wrote operations notes on negative test procedure, spoke to WSL & mud engineer 
about it for input & understanding 
next contact learned rig on fire 

Upon later review: 
there are questions around the negative test 
cementing unit was lined up to drill pipe to observe pressure 
flowed back to either choke or kill line 
saw 1400 psi on drill pipe so expected pressure or flow to cementing unit (seawater in 
line) 
did not observe flow so concluded something must be plugged 
displaced from 8300' to mudline to set cement plug 
to run lockdown sleeve on same run to have at least 100 klb weight below lockdown 
sleeve 
there was worrying on rig about the next operation (PxA on Nile} 
were attempting concurrent activities 
were planning riser cleanout run 

Inquiry about rig communications culture: 

rig is performance driven with strong history & record of safety & drilling performance 
some operations are unfamiliar to the rig such as PxA on Nile 
TxA is standard having run production casing before 
no BP safety rep. on rig anymore 
TO safety onboard, did observe that they do tape off before every pressure test. lift 
lines operated properly, safety meetings conducted 
nothing sensed out of ordinary that day 
were pumping and cleaning out mud pits 
zero TJR and proud of that 
emphasis on staying focused at all times 
stop the job mentality, free to ask for clarity 
John Guide and David Sims have been instrumental in ensuring uptake of BP safety 
culture by 3rd party personnel 

Inquiry about nitrified cement job: 
normal cement slurry is up to 16.9 ppg but working with fracture gradient of 16.1 ppg 
originally thought to be 15.1 ppg 
formation was only tested to 14.5 ppg 
thought loss zone was at bottom of sands 
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